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District of Alaska 
Executive Oitice 


Sitka 
January 6th. 1897. 


Rev. Sheldon Jackson JD.D. 
Washington D.C. 
My dear Sir: 

Your kind and friendly letter of December 1llth,, came to hand 
by the steamer of the 30th. ult. I am very grateful to you and to 
all our friends for their kind expressions approving of my ad- 
ministration,and their desire to have me remain as governor of this 
Tear Off Territorva: 

Of course I would be much pleased to continue,but if a new 
man is to be appointed,I wish that my good friends would see to it 
that no one is appointed until my commission expires or until I 


have served my full term of four years. 


I believe that if you,Drs. Roberts, McMillan, and others of 


the board of Home Missions,would make this request of Mr. McKinley 
after he becomes President,it would be complied with, but you know 
better how to manage this matter than I do,so I will leave it in 
your care. 

I have kind letters from Drs! Roberts and McMillan expressing 
their desire to have me continue as governor,so you need not fear 
to approach them on the subject. 

For ten years you and I have stood together through good and 
evil report,and battled for schools,missions, civilization, decency 
and improvements in Alaska: Sometimes we were opposed and often 
persecuted by some of the civil officers,and never recieved any- 
thing from some of them but a passive or a let-alone support,and 


many of the white citizens gave us the cold shoulder. 


Rev. Jackson = —) -------- Q---------- 

By our personal energy,business integrity,living properly, 
setting a good example by our walk and conversation,and having 
faith in our cause,we have disarmed a great deal of this opposition 
and brought the people of Alaska up to a state of progressive civ- 
ilization. 

The good work has only fairly begun,and it would be a great 
Calamity to have an unfriendly man at the head of the Territorial 
Government. A governor like Max Pracht would pull down more in one 


year than could be built up in ten, and I hear that Mr.Pracht is 


quite a prominent candidate. Knwing your ability and opportunities 


and desires in this matter I feel sure that no wrong will be done. 

Remember me to Mrs Jackson and your daughters,also to Dr. 
Harris,Genl.EKaton, and Mr. Hamilton. You have my hearty thanks 
for your interest in my wellfare, and hoping that this will find 
you in the full enjoyment of health and prosperity, I am, 


Yours sincerely. 


fe 


THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS | WOMAN'S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
ofthe Presbyterian Churchin the U.S.A, of Home Missions of the Pres Church, 


FETH AV ENUEANDACWENTIEDH'STREET, THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS. FAETHSAVENUBUANDUTWENTIETH STREET, 
Box L, StationOv New York. Box:L, Station:O. New Yorks © 


Rev. JOHN HALL, D.D., PRESIDENT. 
REV. WM. C. ROBERTS, D.D. | REV. GEO. F. MCAFEE, 


REV. Ds J. MCMILLAN, D.D. J SECRETARIES. > 
Q,DeeEARON, TREASURER. SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOL WORK, Mrs. D. E. FINKS, EDITORIAL SECRETARY. 
O. E. BOYD, RECORDING SECRETARY. | ee Miss ELIZABETH M. WISHARD, 
Rev. GEO. F. MOAFEE, SuPT. SCHOOL Work. | Box“@STATION O, YOUNG PEOPLE'S SECRETARY. 
REVe-THORNTONWBAXPENFIELD, 6 | F Mrs. C, E. COULTER, Cor. SEC. FREEDMEN'S DEPT. 
SECRET YOUNG PEO! m PT. REET, PITTSBURG, PA. 
ARY YOUNG PLES DEPT, NEW YORK. 516 MARKET ST iT 


Mrs. DARWIN R. JAMES, PRESIDENT. 
Mrs, FREDERICK H. PIERSON, COR. SECRETARY. 
Miss 8. F. LINCOLN, TREASURER. 


Dictated. New York, January 6th, 1897. 
Reve Sheldon Jackson, D. D., 
Washington, De. Ce, 
Bureau of Education. 
Dear Dr. Jackson; 

Your favor of 4th inst. receivede The contents of this 
letter is not a surprise to me at all, because I have learned not 
to be surprised at anything that may occur when teachers get at 
loggerheads , as has been the case at Sitka. I am willing that my 
letters to Dr. Wilbur, Mr. Austin, Mr. Shull and all the teachers, 


should be laid open and read by all interested. I cannot see that 


anything contained therein can be misconstrued, or give any of- 


fense to any body, except it be one who wants to find something to 
be offended ate Reports have come to us from Philadelphia, that 
Dr. Wilbur's mother is circulating such reports, and letters are 
reaching us from her pastor and others breathing the same spirit. 
Now, I notified Mr. Shull of the action of the Board re- 
lieving him at the expiration of his commission, September, 1897, 
and also giving to. him at least three months vacation, and stated 
that he could have more time than this if it was necessary, in 


order to secure a position in the States. I notified Judge Kelly 


of his appointment, and stated that we would desire to have him 


commence his work June lst, and that Mr. Shull would, doubtless, 


be gone from Sitka by that time. I have notified Dr. Wilbur 


and others at Sitka, that Mr. Shull would be continued as Superin- 


tendent until the expiration of his commission, but that he would 
be given vacation as above. I urged them, under the neces- 
sities of the case, to live as peaceably and harmoniously as pos- 
Sible together during the’ present year. I think the whole secret 
lies in the fact that Mr. Austin has influenced Dr. Wilbur and 
other teachers to make a demand for Mr. Shull's immediate release, 
which the Board will not consent to do, as it would make it almost 
impossible for Mr. Shull to secure a position. We cannot consent 
to place Mr. Shull, who h been to the best of his ability, a 
faithful servant of the work, in any such predicament. Our la- 
dies, upon receipt of your letter suggesting that Mr. Shull be 
removed at once and Dr. Wilbur be placed in charge, at once said 
that it would not do to have Dr. Wilbur placed in charge. They 
fear that he is too young and too arbitrary, and that having been 
given the place temporarily, it would be difficult to restore him 
to a subordinate position in the future. Now, do not infer from 
this that we have anything but the highest opinion of Dr. Wilbur, 
and all our teachers at Sitka, but as you know, the Board must do 
something, and they earnestly desire to do just exactly the right 
thing, and they feel that the action taken has been what will meet 


with the approval of the Master, as well as all wise Christian 


that this revelation to you of my suspicion will not go further. 


Fraternally yours, 


» ‘l y 
AN Vad i 
Lod) MA 


yy 


“FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST AND IN HIS NAME.”’ 


Woman’s Home Missionary Society, 


Baltimore Conference. 


Mrs. H, M. TELLER, PResivenrt. 

Mrs. Wm. BURRIS, 

Mrs. JOHN NEFF, 

MRs. A.C. JONES, + VICE PRESIDENTS. 

Mrs. W. W. WINKS, 

Mas. T. L. TULLOCH, J 

MRs. C. L. ROACH, CORRES, SEC'Y, 447 P ST. N. W. 
Mas. A. T, STUART, REC. SEC'Y, 16 FOURTH ST 5, E, 
Mrs. C. W. BROWN, TREAS., 902 FOURTEENTH ST, N.w 
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BOX hy StationQve New York. | Boxshy:Station‘Ovae New York, 


TAN ar ite ae 
Mrs. DARWIN R. JAMES, PRESIDENT. = 
Mrs. FREDERICK f. PIERSON, (COR: SECRETARY 
Rev. D. J. MCMILLAN, D.D. Miss 8. F. LINCOLN, TREASURER. . 
Or-Dr-GAFON, TREASURER. | SUPERINTENDENT OR SCHOOLWORK) MRS. D. E aval EDITORIAL SBOBETARY. 

0. E. BOYD, RECORDING SECRETARY. | Miss ELIZABETH 'M. WISHARD, fe 
Rev. GEO. F. MCAFEE, SUPT. SCHOOL WoRK. ‘Borwrky-STaTIon.O, Youna PEOPLES-6ECRETARY.“ 
REVee THORNTON“ Be" PENFIEED , | Mrs. C. E. COULTER, Cor, SEC. FREEOMEN'S DEPT. 

SECRETARYYOUNGPEOPLE'S@DERT. 516 MARKET STREET, PITTSBURG. PA. 


Rev. JOHN HALL, D.D., PRESIDENT. 


Rev. WM. C. ROBERTS, D.D. Rev. GEo. F. MCAFEE, 


t SECRETARIES, 


NEW YORK. 


Dictated. New York, January 8th, ead ~ 


Rev. Sheldon Jackson, D. D., 
Washington, B. ¢., 

Bureau of Education. 

My dear Dr. Jackson? 

Your favor of 17th inst. received. I am really sorry 
that you agree with my in my suspicions in regard to Sitka; sorry 
because I hoped better things of Mr. and Mrs. Austin. 

The other matter of which you speak has been corrected. 

now no correspondence between teachers and various par- 

with the Woman's Executive Committee or otherwise, 

except on businesse I agree with you, that this correspondence 

with individual teachers, especially with a view to ascertaining 
their opinions one of another, is a bad thing. 

Now that that matter is corrected, what can be done to 
correct ths other? Would it not be wise for the Presbytery of 
Alaska either to insist upon Mr. Austin's taking two or three 
years! vacation away from Alaska, or changing him to some other 
field in the Territory? It has been suggested here that it would 
be a good thing for Mr. Austin and Mr. Gould to exchange places, 
but I do not quite agree with that idea, Our ladies are certain- 


ly justified in being considerably worried over the situation in 


Alaskae Where there are these constant difficulties and misunder- 
standings and disagreements, calling out petitions and stirring up 
trouble among the friends of the teachers and superintendents all 
over the country, it is no wonder that they become impatient. In 
several institutions where this has been done for several yéars in 
succession, they have succeeded in rooting out the evil by closing 
the schoole I know this is a radical remedy, but in every case 
it has been successful . I doubt if they have reached the point 
of even intimating that pee the case of Sitka, but I feel 

to that before long if this matter if 

uggestions to make? 


Fraternally yours, 
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New York City, January 13th'97. 


Hon. Sheldon Jackson, 
Commissioner of Education, 
Washington, D.C. 


My dear Sir:- 
Thanks for vour note. We will be more than pleased 

to have from your pen any article of interest on Mission and Edu- 
cational work among the Alaskan natives. We know that you still ; 
preserve sympathetic touch with these people, among whom you have : 
labored so successfully; and, therefore, we presumed that you could 
occasionally supply something of interest to THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 
for which we will be glad to pay. 

People no doubt would take a lively interest in anything 
relating to the progress of the Alaskans, and particularly in re- 
gard to the experiment of introducing the reindeer in that country. 
I might also add that, if you are informed regarding the progress 
of the proposed Reforms (Educational and Economical) among the 
five civilized Tribes in the Indian Territory, we will be very 
glad indeed to have something on that topic also. 

Yours very truly, 
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